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Members Code of Conduct: Local Assessment of Allegations
Report by Solicitor and Monitoring Officer
	Summary:
The new procedures for dealing with alleged breaches of the Members Code of Conduct come into force on 8 May.  They will be considered by the Standards Committee on 11 June and a fuller report will be brought to the next Authority meeting on 27 June.  This report seeks to put in place arrangements for dealing with any complaint which may be received in the meantime.
Recommendation:
That the Chief Executive be given delegated powers, to be exercised in consultation with the Chairman of the Standards Committee and the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer, to take any administrative decisions, including the setting up of any necessary sub-committees, to deal with any complaint received before 27 June 2008.


1
On 18 April, Monitoring Officers were notified that the Department for Communities and Local Government had laid before Parliament Regulations which will allow for the local assessment of alleged breaches of the Members Code of Conduct.  The new arrangements come into force on 8 May.

2
The Standards Committee will be receiving a full report on the effects of the new Regulations at its meeting on 11 June and will make recommendations to the full Authority meeting on 27 June on the operation of the new regime in the longer term.

3
However, it is also necessary now to put in place interim arrangements to cover the possibility that a complaint is made to the Authority before 27 June.  In this respect, it would be necessary firstly to establish a sub-committee of at least three persons to make an initial assessment of the complaint and, if that sub-committee decides that no action should be taken in respect of the allegation, then to establish a second sub-committee of at least three persons (but with a completely different membership) to review the first decision should the complainant so request.  For this purpose, the Regulations allow for the independent members of other authorities’ Standards Committees to be appointed, although it is anticipated that the Authority will only want to do this if otherwise the Standards Committee is unable to establish quorate sub-committees.
4
It is therefore recommended that in order to deal with any allegation made before the next Authority meeting on 27 June, the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman of the Standards Committee and the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer, be given delegated powers to take any administrative decisions (including the setting up of any necessary sub-committees) to deal with the complaint.
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